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FORT BEND CARES DONATES $3,000 
 
Texana Center  was delighted to receive a grant award from Fort Bend 
Cares Foundation at their recent Grant Reception at Safari Texas 
Ranch.  The funds will be used to purchase an electronic whiteboard on 
wheels for  the Children’s Center for Autism in  Fulshear which is            
temporarily housed at Parkway Fellowship.  This equipment will                 
eventually move to the Fulshear campus when the first building is on 
the ground. The  whiteboard will allow our Behavior Analysts to access 
a world of information to help plan lessons and presentations for the 
children in the autism program.  The computer images are displayed on 
the board by a digital projector, where they can be seen and                  
manipulated. It is  important for our children to be familiar with electronic 
whiteboards, as most schools  have adopted this technology. Also,  
children with autism are not usually adept at generalization and have to 
be taught how to use an interactive whiteboard. 
 
Texana was one of 20+ non-profit organizations that received a grant 
from Fort Bend Cares. Everyone was delighted to meet new Executive 
Director, Angel Tapia, who was introduced at the event.  Fort Bend 
Cares Foundation  donated $176,000 on the night with the help of            
emcee, Chris Breaux, their board members and volunteers. Thanks to 
everyone involved with Fort Bend Cares - you are making a difference. 

INSTALLATION OF FREEDOM SHRINE 
 

The Exchange Club of Sugar Land chose Texana Center to 
give a donation of a Freedom Shrine at the Learning  Center 
in Rosenberg. The Freedom Shrine is an impressive,           
permanently mounted collection of 30 of the most important 
and historic American documents. The display includes; the        
Declaration of Independence, the  Constitution of the United 
States and the Gettysburg  Address. The documents serve 
as windows to the world of America’s proud past. They 
show the strength and courage of our forefathers and will  
allow our Learning Center staff and clients the opportunity to 
read the immortal words of these inspired Americans who 
so  decisively changed the course of history.  The Freedom 
Shrine Dedication took place on American Flag Day.            
Commissioner Vincent Morales was the guest speaker for 
the event.  Sugar Land Exchange President, Carlos Perez, 
presented a dedication plaque to Rafika Milledge, President 
of the Rosenberg Exchange Club and a Texana client.  
Several members of both Sugar Land and Rosenberg            
Exchange Clubs were in attendance at the Dedication.  
Magi Shuford, Learning Center Manager said that there 
were many ways her staff could engage our clients with the  
Freedom Shrine. Thank you to all Sugar Land Exchangites.        

Pictured: L to R: Angel Tapia, Justin Flint, Kate Johnson-Patagoc & Patty Ward, 

For more photographs click here 

https://www.facebook.com/TexanaCenter/photos/ms.c.eJxlz8sJwDAMBNGOgiRr9em~;sUAuIZPrY7zIbq5UrPWJquq8~;JVt~;0oamx6jhPGVDyWcUgmRR3FHbA531Gzqt1O1lOXNE0IzCjbN5c2m6PnXDeA4SHg~-.bps.a.10154529071486674.1073742023.188608896673/10154529073266674/?type=3&theater


 PLAYGROUND RIBBON CUTTING 
 

Texana Center hosted a Ribbon Cutting and Donor Plaque Unveiling for the recently installed playground for the younger children  in the autism      
programs.  Fort Bend Cares Foundation was represented by Karen Lonsway; she was instrumental in raising the last $18,000 needed at the Road 
Trip Event; Darren McCarthy and Bob Haenal were in attendance from the Rotary Club of Rosenberg who helped construct the playground; Kevin 
Barker represented the Sugar Land Exchange Club, and Texana volunteer, Sue Lockwood and her husband, Jim, were also present .  Scot Wiley, 
Editor, Fort Bend Herald was also there to record the occasion and Leigh Walden with Fun Abounds Playgrounds attended the event, too.  After the 
plaque was unveiled and ribbon cut everyone was treated to ice-cream sundaes and cold soft drinks.  Mary Favre and Liz Furman provided all of the 
photographs taken at the event  -  thank you both for volunteering to record the occasion with photographs.   

 

 

 

 



 PLAYGROUND IS A HUGE HIT! 
 
 
 The playground was installed and ready to go but ,Texana Center had to wait to have an inspection by the Texas Child Care Licensing and receive their 
approval before we could allow the children to play on the new playground.  We were given the ‘all systems’ go at 2:30 PM on Friday, June 9 and less 
than 10 minutes later the children were out of the classrooms and running for the playground.  They had to look at the playground for over 3 weeks until 
they were given permission to play but it was really worth it as you can see form the photographs below.  It was really great to see them interacting with 
the various pieces of equipment and with each other.  There are so many pieces that our behavior analysis and registered behavior technicians can use 

to teach the children with autism—colors, creatures, noise, pretend play, climbing, balancing and much, much more! 

    

 

 

 

 



SIGNING OF IMPORTANT LEGISLATION 

FOR ABA THERAPY 
 

Texana Center was delighted to receive news yesterday that Senate 
Bill 589 was signed into law by Texas Governor Greg Abbott. This 
landmark legislation authored by Senator Eddie Lucio, Jr. protects 
vulnerable children with disabilities by requiring the licensing and   
regulation of behavior analysts in the state. Kate Johnson-Patagoc, 
Director, Texana Specialized Services and Council Member, Texas 
Association for Behavior Analysts (TxABA), spent a great deal of time 
and energy, behind the scenes, advocating for  SB 589.  Texana’s 
Specialized Services provides applied behavior analysis for children 
and adults with autism and/or intellectual disabilities and currently 
employs 29 behavior analysts. 

Prior to the bill being signed into law, there was no regulation or           
licensing of behavior analysts which would stop providers who had 
been disciplined in other states from practicing in Texas; even if their 
certifications had been revoked or if they had been barred from           
practicing in other jurisdictions. Texas joins the 26 other states in the 
nation that have established the necessary licensure to protect the well
-being of children with autism, along with those with developmental, 
intellectual, and physical disabilities, and with brain injuries. Sen. Lucio 
said.  "Because of the tireless work behind SB 589, our most vulnerable Texans who benefit from applied behavioral intervention will now be pro-
tected by SB 589, which will reduce the probability and the possibility of them being harmed by unqualified practitioners." 

Texana is thankful that Governor Abbott signed SB 589 into law to send the right message that protecting the children of this state is a priority.   

Texana Center  sent  a number of Behavior Analysts to advocate for Senate Bill 589  



2017 LEADERSHIP HIGH SCHOOL  
 
2017 Leadership High School Class, which is sponsored by Fort Bend Regional Council on Substance Abuse and Lamar CISD recently, visited          
Texana Center to learn more about the work that we do at the Rosenberg Learning Center. The Learning Center provides day habilitation for adults 
with  intellectual disabilities.  George Patterson, CEO welcomed the class and showed a video about Texana Center and Andi Wallis informed the  
students of  our volunteer opportunities.  They then went to work on a couple of projects; one with Texana Décor & More.. and the other on a contract 
to place labels on US flags and bundle them in readiness for the Exchange Club of Missouri City’s 4th of July Parade.  All of the students had a good 
time learning about the type of work Texana and its clients do.    

Click here for more photographs 

 


